Press Release: New Start joins hands with MegaCARE to offer free HIV testing and support at MegaFest
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This year MegaFest, one of the America’s largest Christian Conventions will take place for the first time at the Johannesburg Expo Centre at Nasrec on October 11th and 12th. 
One of the positive aspects of MegaFest is the MegaCARE initiative. MegaCARE will provide healthcare and educational opportunities to the people of South Africa. Several governmental and Faith Based organizations are coming together to provide onsite general health screenings, HIV counseling and testing, dental care, ophthalmic care and referral services. New Start is the HIV counseling and testing partner at this convention.. 
“This convention provides a very good opportunity to deal with stigma issues around HIV. Bringing HIV testing to such conventions helps to normalize HIV in the church sector. Hopefully, people will be encouraged to engage positively in discussions on issues around HIV and AIDS” says Miriam Mhazo the Senior Programme Manager at New Start.

“Knowing your status is important; as it helps you take responsibility and control of your health. New Start counseling and testing services are anonymous. Test results are ready in 15 minutes. Clients can get referred to other services available at MegaCARE.” says Mhazo. 
Ends

About New Start 
New Start is a brand name for HIV counseling and testing services offered by Society for Family Health (SFH). New Start currently has 10 sites located in Johannesburg, Bloemfontein, Musina, Durban, Pietermaritzburg, Mthatha, Middledrift, East London, Mafikeng and Cape Town.  Each site also operates a mobile HIV testing service that can bring high quality New Start services to communities, churches, malls and workplaces. New Start is funded by the Global Fund through SANAC and the US Centres for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) through the President's Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief.

You can also visit www.newstart.co.za for more information.

