KZN DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH LAUNCHES HIV TESTING WEEK 

The KwaZulu Natal Department of Health launched HIV Testing Week with a bang this morning at a ceremony held at the Inkosi Albert Luthuli Central Hospital in Durban. The HIV Testing Week campaign is an initiative by Right to Care (RTC) and the Society for Family Health’s (SFH) New Start aimed at encouraging South African men to test by using the emotive slogan "A Man Knows" to be courageous to get tested and to know their status. This is in line with the South African Government’s HIV/AIDS and STI Strategic Plan objective to increase the number of adults who have ever had an HIV test, with a focus on men.  Testing is taking place in the Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape, Mpumalanga and Northern Cape provinces from the 3rd to the 8th of November 2008.   
KwaZulu-Natal MEC for Health, Ms. Neliswa Nkonyeni is optimistic that the campaign will yield positive results. She said: “It is imperative that each and every man tests for HIV and knows his status. We encourage all men to join us and live healthier thereafter. We can beat HIV/AIDS. Government alone cannot do it but we can do it if everyone joins. The battle against HIV/AIDS can be won. We hope that by the end of this week, more men would have joined in and take this noble fight to a new level. Let us stop HIV/AIDS.”
HIV Testing Week is supported by all five Provincial Government Departments of Health and is funded by the US President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) through the Centres for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the United States Agency for International Development (USAID). Numerous non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and a number of key corporate partners will participate in the campaign. This is the first time in South Africa that there has been such a significant collaborative effort between NGOs, provincial government departments and private companies across the country.

Scott Billy, SFH Technical Advisor, commented, “Several South African sporting and musical icons, like Johnny Clegg, Oscar Pistorius, Lucas Radebe, Natalie Du Toit and DJ Fresh have thrown their weight behind the campaign to ensure it engages the entire South African population and convinces men to test.  We hope that, by giving this critical campaign these familiar and beloved faces, we will encourage more South Africans to know their status.”
HIV Testing stations will be open daily from the 3rd to 8th of November. For the testing site closest to you, SMS HIV and your post code to 31771, or call 0800 212 686.
For more information, contact Chris Maxon on 083 447 2869 or Nomonde Mxhalisa on (011) 484 5320.
---END---
About Right to Care

Right to Care (RTC) is a non-profit (Section 21) organisation that was established by two South African doctors in 2001. Right To Care is chiefly funded by PEPFAR through USAID and its aim is to build public and private sector capacity for the provision of safe, effective and affordable antiretroviral therapy.

Right to Care has a multi-pronged approach to the HIV pandemic, among which are:

· Supporting the government’s HIV/AIDS programme through human resources, training, data management, and infrastructure

· Forming partnerships with the private sector and other NGOs to ensure the delivery of safe, effective, and affordable antiretroviral therapy

· Facilitating access to voluntary counselling and testing services

Right to Care is led by a management board consisting of Dr Ian Sanne (Managing Director), Dr Ali Bacher (Chairman)

About New Start

New Start is South Africa's largest HIV counselling and testing social marketing programme. It is a network that brings SFH and other local NGOs together to provide high quality HIV counselling and testing (CT). New Start is funded by the Global Fund via the South African National AIDS Committee and the US President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) through the Centres for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).

About PEPFAR

In 2003, President Bush launched the President's Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) to combat global HIV/AIDS – the largest commitment by any nation to combat a single disease in human history. In 2008, President Bush signed into law H.R. 5501, the Tom Lantos and Henry J. Hyde United States Global Leadership Against HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria Reauthorization Act.  This legislation responds to the President's call last year to expand our commitment to this successful programme for five additional years.  PEPFAR South Africa is a multi-agency initiative to provide support to the South African government and other organizations in the response to HIV/AIDS.  Participating U.S. agencies include CDC, US Department of Defense, Department of State, Peace Corps, and USAID.
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