Shape your future with New Start and Levis

19 October 2007

As part of its mission to reduce the HIV/Aids epidemic in South Africa national NGO New Start has once again teamed up with Levi Strauss South Africa to implement a world first branded VCT campaign called ‘Work It Out For Yourself”. The campaign focuses on encouraging people to get tested and know their status, as well as empowering the youth with the understanding that by doing so, they can shape their own futures. The message is clear: you need to work it out for yourselves, and take control of your lives. 

The New Start/Levi's®  mobile VCT clinics are based in five provinces targeting places where people are known to congregate. “All clients who come into a New Start VCT testing station will be treated anonymously, and at no time will their names be asked. Clients will meet trained professionals who will offer advice and information on HIV/AIDS, before a trained nurse or lab technician uses the ‘finger prick’ method to draw blood from the client’s finger. In a couple of minutes clients find out their status,” says Scott Billy a Technical Advisor at New Start.

Everyone who undergoes the test at a New Start site will become an official “Revolutionary” - members of the public who having been tested, can now shout out how they worked it out for themselves. By testing, they will also stand a chance (if they choose) to win two free tickets to the Levi's®  Rage for The Revolution concert, to be held at a mystery location on the 10th November. Entry forms are available at New Start/Levi's®  Mobile Testing Stations and permanent New Start clinics. Further details and addressed of testing stations can be found on 5FM’s website. www.5fm.co.za. 

Hundreds of lucky “Revolutionaries” stand the chance to win VIP treatment to the Levi's®  Rage for the Revolution gig where they will get to rage with Kabelo, Lira, Loyiso, The Dirty Skirts, The Parlotones and 340 ml. The concert will celebrate those “Revolutionaries” who are taking the initiative to get tested,  therefore being responsible for their lives and stepping toward beating South Africa’s HIV/Aids 

“Whether the “Revolutionaries” test positive or negative it will benefit them to know their status early. If they test negative, New Start counsellors will advise them on the best ways to stay negative. If they test positive, New Start counsellors will help them change their lifestyle in order to live a long and healthy life,” adds Billy.  
Ends

About New Start


New Start currently has 5 sites located in Johannesburg, Bloemfontein, Musina, Durban and Cape Town.  Each site also operates a mobile HIV testing service that can bring high quality New Start services to communities, churches, malls and workplaces. New Start is funded by the National Department of Health and the US Centres for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) through the President's Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief.
You can also visit www.newstart.co.za for more information.

New Start Centres
New Start Johannesburg
Marble Towers 

17th Floor

208-212 Jeppe Street

Johannesburg

Tel: 011 333 6868

New Start Cape Town

Picbel Parkade

12th Floor

58 Strand Street

Cape Town

Tel: 021 425 5843

New Start Durban 

Commercial City



16th Floor



Commercial Road


Durban 




Tel: 031 305 6942 


New Start Bloemfontein

Room 203, Cuthberts Building

78 Maitlands Street

Bloemfontein

Tel: 051 430 9595

New Start Musina

Health Information Centre

National Road  (next to Fire Brigade)

Musina

Tel/Fax: 015 534 3219

Please note dates of testing and their venues and times:
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